
Modern History of Hawai‘i as an 

ongoing project. The history of 

Hawai‘i has been earmarked by 

change and this continues today. This 

edition covers the period of 1891- 

2010s. This edition is constructed off 

primary source documents, period 

newspapers, and contemporary voices, 

in an effort to present an objective 

and balanced account of Hawai‘i 

covering the following content topics: 

causes and effects of the overthrow, 

annexation perspectives, social 

impacts of the overthrow, labor in 

Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i in the global world, 

impacts of Pearl Harbor (construction, 

uses, and war), political impacts of 

WWII in Hawai‘i, democratic party 

rise, contemporary socio-economics, 

the Hawaiian Renaissance, Hawai‘i 

issues today.

All of the content material presented 

within this textbook is also available 

online.
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This textbook  material is also available online. An extension of the online 

resource is real-time connections to primary source documents, media 

materials such as video, audio recordings, digital maps, and more. For 

teacher edition access, inquiry alignment is highlighted throughout the 

text materials. Accompanying skills exercises to promote student questions, 

investigations, reasoning, and general application of the content acquired is 

also provided within the online resource. 

Online materials are regularly edited, updated and incorporate new 

resource materials.

Editorial Team:

The content materials and accompanying skills exercises were developed 

and edited by the following: original author Ann Rayson; contributing 

essays by Davianna McGregor, Dennis Ogawa, Haunani Kay-Trask, Dr. Noa 

Emmett Aluli, Stuart Coleman, Sandra Hall, and Rick Carroll.

Resources available to meet the curriculum and HCSSS requirements:

Modern History of Hawai‘i

print textbook, print skills book, online texbook (includes skills book)
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Hawaii Core Standards for Social Studies 
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Color Legend
Theme 1 - Overthrow of Hawaiian Monarchy Social Studies

Secondary: Grade 9 (HCCSS)
Modern History of Hawaiʻi

Bess Press Inquiry Alignment

Anchor Standard Topic Content Standard Sample Content/Concepts
Anchor Std 19 - Causation & Argumentation Causes of the Overthrow Content Std SS.MHH.1.19.1 - 

Examine the long term causes 
and triggering events, people, 
and ideas behind the overthrow 
of the Hawaiian Monarchy

Long-Term Causes: Bayonet Constitution, cultural 
imperialism, increasing economic dependence on U.S., 
Mahele, Reciprocity Treaty of 1875 / Triggering Events, 
People & Ideas: foreign movement against Kalakaua, 
John Stevens, Lili'uokalani and the Bayonet Constitution, 
Lorrin Thurston, Sanford Dole / Arguments for & Against 
the Overthrow: monarchy v. democracy, naval base, 
sovereignty, sugar profits

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 1: The Overthrow of the Monarchy
Content Theme(s):

 - attempted reciprocity treaty 
(1855) between Hawaiʻi and US
 - 1846 treaty with France
 - possible cessation of Pearl 
Harbor to America for trade 
purposes
 - Constitution of 1864
 - 1876 treaty with US and 
renewed in 1887 (Reciprocity 
Treaty) 
 - Consitution of 1887 and its 
impact on governance

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

economic depression brought on with tariff policy 
changes, foreign land ownership Hawaiian League and 
impact on Hawaiian monarchy, Bayonet Constitution of 
1887 (revision of Kamehameha V's Constitution of 
1864),The National Reform Party, The Reform Party, 
Liberal Party, 1892 legislature session decisions, 
Committee of Public Safety, provisional government, 
Queen's reaction and actions, unresolved legality of 
annexation, roles and impacts of the following people 
in annexation: Lorrin A. Thurston, A.S. Cleghorn,  U.S. 
Minister John L. Stevens, James Blount, Sanford B. 
Dole, Princess Kaʻiulani, Theo Davies, President 
Cleveland, President McKinley

Anchor Std 19 - Causation & Argumentation Effects of the Overthrow Content Std SS.MHH.1.19.2 - 
Analyze the political issues that 
emerged from the overthrow of 
the Hawaiian Monarchy

Political Effects: Provisional Government, Republic of 
Hawai'i, Wilcox rebellion, Territorial government, failed 
annexation treaties (1893, 1897), Hui Aloha Aina 
petitions, Newlands Joint Resolution of Congress (1898)



Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 1: The Overthrow of the Monarchy
 Content Theme(s):

 - Organization of and life under 
the Republic

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 
 
Petitions against annexation, attempts at restoration, 
appointee Albert S. -illis as minister to Hawaiʻiʻ, call 
for constitutional convention in March, 1894 to 
establish republic, counterrevolution, imprisonment of 
Queen, -ilson-Gorman Tariff Act 1894, industry 
growth, plantation expansion, imported contract 
laborers, friction between Japan and the Republic of 
Hawaiʻi

Anchor Std 19 - Causation & Argumentation Annexation Content Std SS.MHH.1.19.3 - 
Assess the argument over the 
legality of the annexation of 
Hawai'i

Legality of Annexation: Reciprocity Treaty, Hawaiian 
Organic Act, Spanish-American War, Hawai'i as strategic 
military outpost / Illegality of Annexation: 1897 petition 
against annexation, Blount Report, international law, lack 
of annexation treaty, land ceded from Republic to U.S. 
presidential apology for the overthrow

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 1: The Overthrow of the Monarchy

 Chapter 2: American Hawaiʻi

Content Theme(s):

 - Annexation
- Oligarchy
- The Blount Report
- The Organic Act
- Territory of Hawaiʻi

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

Spanish-American -ar in 1898, victory in Manila, 
Congressional sentiment for annexation increases, Hui 
Aloha ʻKina, Hui KLlaʻLina, oligarchy forms, 
expansionism, Northwest Ordinance,  Annexation 
Resolution of 1898, incorporated territory

Anchor Std 18 - Perspectives Perspectives on Overthrow & Annexation Content Std SS.MHH.1.18.4 - 
Analyze multiple perspectives on 
the overthrow of the Hawaiian 
monarchy & annexation

Perspectives: Asian immigrant workers, international 
response, Native Hawaiian resistance, oligarchy (Dole 
Thurston), U.S. responses (e.g. political, economic)

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 1: The Overthrow of the Monarchy

 Chapter 2: � er�can �awa�-�

Chapter 4: The ��antat�on �y$te 

Content Theme(s):

- Effects of Annexation
- Paternalism
- Oligarchy

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

Hawaiʻi becomes strategic location, right to vote, 
Robert -. -ilcox first Congressional delegate, Hawaii 
Reform Party, Jonah KNhiM Kalanianianaʻole, Organic 
Act impact on territorial government organiHation, Hui 
Aloha ʻKina and continued existence today, 
expansionism, Northwest Ordinance,  Annexation 
Resolution of 1898, Congressional action during 
Spanish American -ar, 



TH�M� 2 - Late 19th � 2�th Century Plantation 
System

Social Studies
Secondary: Grade 9 (HCCSS)

Modern History of Hawaiʻi
Bess Press Inquiry Alignment

Anchor Standard Topic Content Standard Sample Content/Concepts
Anchor Std 15 - Human Population: Spatial 
Patterns and Movements

Social Effects of Post-Overthrow Immigration Content Std SS.MHH.2.15.1 - 
Compare the causes and effects 
of migration to and from Hawai'i 
before and after the overthrow

Causes: lack of local labor source, Native Hawaiian 
depopulation, push and pull factors, Reciprocity Treaty / 
Effects: demographic shift, ethnic tension, local identity, 
public and private schools

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 1: The Overthrow of the Monarchy

Chapter 2: � er�can �awa�-�

Chapter 3: �r�nce 
,h�o an� the �a��an 
�o e$tea� �ct

Chapter 4: The ��antat�on �y$te 

Content Theme(s):

- Effects of Annexation
- Expansionism

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 
 
migration to Hawaiʻi, bubonic plague, interisland trade, 
Hawaiiʻi moderniHation, Reciprocity Treaty influences 
during KLlakaua's reign, Masters and Servants Act, 
Imperial Japanese Government, contracts tied to 
immigrant groups, South Sea immigrants, Reverend 
Hiram Bingham, sugar plantation expansion, 
Typographical Union No. �7, Organic Act impact on 
contract labor, 

Anchor Std 1
 - Exchange and Markets Organized Labor Content Std SS.MHH.2.1
.2 - 
Explain the development of 
organized labor on plantations

Causes of Labor Organization: pay ine:ualities, Per:uisite 
System, poor working conditions / Organized Labor 
Activity: enactment of labor relations laws, move from 
ethnic labor organizations to interracial organizing

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 2: � er�can �awa�-�

Chapter 4: The ��antat�on �y$te 

Chapter 5: �etween the �ar$

Content Theme(s):

- Paternalisim
- Laborers under the Contract 
System
- Nonplanation Labor after 
Annexation
- Labor Between Wars

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

extension of the Bill of Rights to territory, right to 
vote,The Higher -age Association, growing �ilipino 
labor workforce, 1841 Strike, 19�9 Strike, The 
Perquisite System, oral histories of plantation life, The 
Picture Bride, The Big �ive, Japanese �ederation of 
Labor, Planters Association, impacts of --I on labor, 
economic action taken by multiple national groups of 
laborers, mediation, impact of depression in 19��s, , 
American �ederation of Labor, impact of annexation on 
labor, union activity between 19��-1941 and impact on 
Hawaiian labor  industries

Anchor Std 14 - Human-Environment Interaction: 
Place, Regions & Culture

Environmental Effects of the Plantation System Content Standard 
SS.MHH.2.14.3 - Analyze 
environmental changes that 
resulted from the plantation 
system

Environmental Changes: air and water pollution, decline in 
native habitat, increased cultivation, use of pesticides and 
other chemicals, water disputes

n/a n/a n/a n/a



TH�M� � - -orld -ar II � Democratic 
Revolution

Social Studies
Secondary: Grade 9 (HCCSS)

Modern History of Hawaiʻi
Bess Press Inquiry Alignment

Anchor Standard Topic Content Standard Sample Content/Concepts
Anchor Std 16 - Global Interconnections: 
Changing Spatial Patterns

Hawai'i's Geopolitical Position Content Std SS.MHH.3.16.1 - 
Analyze Hawai'i's Position in the 
geopolitics surrounding the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor

Geographical Location: base of the Pacific fleet, strategic 
port in the Pacific / Reasons Hawai'i Targeted: intent to 
cripple American fleet, last line of defense against Japan 
and the Axis Powers, southern resource area, 
undermining American morale

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 6: �ar �o e$ to �awa�-�

Content Theme(s):

- Pearl Harbor Attack
- Miscalculations at Pearl Harbor

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

outline of bombing and impacts on island, Japanese 
interest and influence to attack PH, details of attack, 
Pacific fleet stationed port/base maps and maps of 
attack, Pearl Harbor military use since 1814 and 
construction by Hawaiian Dredging Company, purpose 
of Pearl Harbor as strategic military outpost, The Battle 
of Niʻihau, Ma8or Disaster Council, Miscalculations 
from -ashington D.C. and U.S. intelligence, Admiral 
.amamoto, Japanese intent, Takeo .oshikawa

Anchor Std 19 - Causation & Argumentation Local Effects of Pearl Harbor Content Std SS.MHH.3.19.2 - 
Analyze the local socio-political 
effects of the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor

Sociopolitical Effects: 1

th/442nd, increase in G.I. 
population during wartime, Japanese American 
internment, martial law

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 7: �awa�-��$ �ontr��&t�on to the �ar

Content Theme(s):

- Rumors and False Alarms
- Civilians Take Up Arms
- Services of the AJAs
- Effects on Children and Schools
- Effects on Labor

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

martial law impacts on socio and economic life, 
Hawaiʻi as staging/training facility for war on Japanese 
mainland, Proclamation 2�2�, civilian groups working 
in collaboration with army, OrganiHed Defense 
Volunteers, 1��th battalion is formed, currency 
regulation, economic restrictions, curfews, blackout 
conditions, censorship of mail, news, radio, food 
supply management (Office of �ood Control), protests 
against martial law, school closures and reduced 
schedules,General Order freeHe on wages, 
unioniHation, Hawaii �mployment Relations Act



Anchor Std 17 - Change, Continuity, & Context Political Effects of WWII in Hawai'i Content Std SS.MHH.3.17.3 - 
Compare & contrast the 
internment of Japanese 
Americans on the West Coast 
with those in Hawai'i

Compare & Contrast: 442nd, criteria for internment, 
economic impact (Individual & community), Honouliuli, 
Kilauea Military Camp, Korematsu v. U.S., Manzanar, 
percentage of Japanese interned, Topaz War Relocation 
Center, treatment by non-Japanese, Tule Lake, wartime 
restrictions

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 7: �awa�-��$ �ontr��&t�on to the �ar

Content Theme(s):

- Internment
- Martial Law
- The War Comes to an End

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

internment begins, Honouliuli Internment Camp, 1,��� 
interned in Hawaii vs 12�,���� on mainland, 
internment transfers from HI to U.S. mainland, Tule 
Lake camp, Leuppe, AJAs composing 442nd, �Lost 
Battalion� rescue mission, Daniel K. Inouye, Spark 
Matsunaga, �ederal Surplus Commodities Corporation, 
opposition to military control from Hawaii government, 
military government of territory courts, training 
facilities in islands, prisoner-of-war compounds, 

Anchor Std 19 - Causation & Argumentation Democratic Revolution Content Std SS.MHH.3.19.4 - 
Analyze the causes and effects 
of the Democratic Revolution of 
1954

Causes: Alliances between labor unions and veterans, 
Communist scare, Nisei voters, sugar & dock strikes / 
Effects: Democratic Party predominance, statehood

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 8: �a�or an� the 	e ocrat�c �arty

Chapter 9: The 	r�ve for �tatehoo�

Content Theme(s):

- 194
s and 5
s in Hawaii
- The Democrats and the ILWU
- The Election of 1954 (1956)
- Hawaiʻi's Labor Force (195
-
196
)

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

labor union strength, labor freeHe implications and 
contributions to union organiHation, IL-U enters 
politics, The Broom Brigade, change from perquisite 
system to cash basis, labor strikes/work stoppages, 
Jack Hall, Commission on Subversive Activities, AJA 
veterans and politics, Dr.�rnst Murai, Mitsuyuki Kido, 
Jack Burns, Jack Kawano, Chuck Mau, 442nd veteran 
influence in politics, Sakae Takahashi, Samuel -ilder 
King, MokuʻLina (state), opponents to statehood, 
democratic strategy to congress for statehood



TH�M� 4 - Contemporary Issues Social Studies
Secondary: Grade 9 (HCCSS)

Modern History of Hawaiʻi
Bess Press Inquiry Alignment

Anchor Standard Topic Content Standard Sample Content/Concepts
Anchor Std 9 - Economic Decision Making Contemporary Socio-Economic Changes Content Std SS.MHH.4.9.1 - 

Determine the socioeconomic 
effects of the decline of 
agriculture, growth of the tourism 
industry, and continued military 
presence

Socioeconomic Effects of Decline of Agriculture: global 
competition, increased costs, increased land values for 
urban development / Socio-Economic Effects of Tourism: 
changing demographics, diversification of tourism industry, 
dominance of service sector 3obs / Socioeconomic Effects 
of Military: civilian employment, military spending

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 8: �a�or an� the 	e ocrat�c �arty

Chapter 9: The 	r�ve for �tatehoo�

Chapter 1
: �awa�-�� The 
�r$t �� �ear$ of 
�tatehoo�

Content Theme(s):

- Hawaiʻi's Labor Force (195
-
196
)
- Industry Boom
- Growth of the Economy
- Tourism: The Basis of the 
Economy
- The Military

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

impacts of --II on plantations, military spending in 
islands, tourist industry boom, agricultural 
employment decline, emigration to mainland, impact of 
Korean -ar on housing, real estate boom after 
statehood, , impact of changing island demographic, 
technological advancement, Dillingham Corporation, 
Henry Kaiser, foreign investment, tourism investment 
origins, growth, and diversity today, benefits and cost 
of tourism, growth of military investment in Hawaiʻi, 
social and economic impact of military presence and 
employment, diversified agriculture

Anchor Std 19 - Causation & Argumentation The Hawaiian Renaissance Content Std SS,MHH.4.189.2 - 
Analyze the causes and 
sociopolitical impact of the 
Hawaiian Renaissance

Causes: land development, loss of cultural identity / Socio-
Political impact: 1978 State Constitutional amendments, 
resurgence of Hawaiian Identity, sovereignty movement

Bess Press Curriculum Resource:

Textbook- 

Modern History of Hawaiʻi (MHH)

 Topic(s) within MHH:

Chapter 1
: �awa�-�� The 
�r$t �� �ear$ of 
�tatehoo�

Chapter 11: The �overe��nty Move ent 

Chapter 12: �$$&e$ of To�ay an� To orow

Content Theme(s):

- Governor Administrations
- Hawaiʻi's People
- Sovereignty
-  ʻEina Hoʻopulapula: Hawaiian 
Home Lands
- The Hawaiian Renaissance
- Problems for Hawaiʻi

Content Covered Text/Chapters: 

The Hawaiian Political Movement, Aloha ʻKina, 
Hawaiians and Human Rights, Kahoʻolawe, HMkNleʻa, 
ʻʻMlelo Hawaiʻi, music, hula, and arts, renaissance in 
surfing, key Hawaiian sociocultural figures, 
Constitutional Amendments, .ear 2���: Court Rulings, 
depletion of natural and ecological resources, housing, 
houselessness, cost of living, island-wide 
development, ceded lands, land use, sovereignty 
today, island business and economy today


